
Royal Alexandra Children’s 
Hospital Brighton 
In June of 2007, the new Royal Alexandra Children’s Hospital in 

Brighton was opened after three years in construction. 

The new 15,400m2  facility, built by Kajima Construction for the Brighton 

and Sussex University Hospitals NHS Trust at a cost of £37M, has 

attracted universal acclaim, recently winning a prestigious international 

award at the Design and Health Fifth World Congress Exhibition in 

Glasgow. 

Modulex designed, manufactured and installed the sign system for this 

truly innovative and memorable new building. 

The central atrium space floods the hospital interior with light and provides an easily understood focus for vertical 
circulation.

The locations of important destinations, such as this reception area, are 
emphasised by floor patterns which relate to the graphic theme of each 
floor. This not only promotes wayfinding but contributes to the visual 
amenity of the hospital interior.



©
 M

od
ul

ex
 A

/S
 · 

29
.2

00
9

Business challenges
Healthcare facilities provide a unique 
challenge to the sign designer. Multiple 
destinations, unfamiliar terminology, and 
long travel distances can prove difficult 
to deal with. Many users will be quite 
unfamiliar with the layout; some will be 
unwell or worried, and in the case of a 
children’s hospital we must recognize the 
special needs of those unused to being 
parted from their families, and unable to 
read or understand written signs.
While good wayfinding and sign design, 
offering clear information when it is 
needed, can usually provide an adequate 
solution, the signs in a children’s hospital 
should work harder.

Solutions
The Trust and its architects BDP have gone 
to considerable lengths to do everything 
possible to manage, through design, the 
negative effects of a necessarily functional 
and sterile healthcare environment. There 
are no endless corridors here. Gentle 
organic forms and a light-filled central 
atrium open the place up. Bright colours 
abound, in the furniture, in the floor and 
wall finishes, and in the signs.
A system of colour coding, carried through 
the interior finishes as well as the signs, 
differentiates the nine floors. Liberated from 

the humdrum tasks of static information, 
the signs migrate to the walls and floors in 
the form of animals and footprints, blurring 
the conventional boundaries between 
signage, art and interior design. The big 
animal cut-outs on the walls, cleverly 
drawn to be charming but not too childish 
(lest they offend the teenagers who use 
the hospital) enliven the interior and 
provide the landmarks and visual clues 
which help people find their way around.
This is not a frightening building.

Benefits
A good sign system can make a real 
difference to the user’s experience. The 
Modulex team of dedicated healthcare 
consultants know this, and know how to 
do it. At Brighton, the signs work. They 
are in the right places, legible, consistent 
and have captured the intentions of the 
Trust and its architects, making a real 
contribution to the environment.
On presenting its award, the International 
Academy for Design and Health stated that 
the Royal Alexandra Children’s Hospital 
was chosen because the design is “an 
innovative concept promoting health and 
well-being in the built environment.”
Modulex is proud that the signs have 
played their part. 

Modulex offered the right 

package, with a good 

quality product. 

The graphics work 

particularly well. 

They are becoming a 

distinctive feature of the 

hospital and have been 

well received by users of 

all ages.

Roger Blackman

Project Director, Brighton 

and Sussex University 

Hospitals NHS Trust

Each floor is provided with large scale graphic elements of distinct theme and colour.

The graphic motif is carried into the sign system, providing continuity and integration with the 
interior theme.
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